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Know the Terminology 
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College Choice

ÅSafety ïcollege(s) to which you have automatic entrance or you are 
confident that you will be admitted

ÅTarget ïcollege(s) to which you meet 1 or more of the requirements, but 
not all of the requirements

ÅReach ïcollege(s) to which you do not meet the requirements, but you 
are not too far outside the requirement range

Public (In ïState) ïvs. Public (Out ïof ïState) vs. Private

4



5

Use 

Naviance to 

help you 

classify each 

college 

(S,T,R)
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Thatôs 

You



Things to Consider in your College Search

ÅCOST

ÅNeed vs. Merit Aid

ÅAcademic Programs

ÅMeal Plans

ÅResidential Life (housing 

guaranteed?)

ÅSocial Atmosphere

ÅCrime stats

ÅSelectivity

ÅAcceptance Rates

ÅRetention Rates

ÅSAT/ACT median

ÅRequirements for Admission

ÅDeadlines (ED, EA, SCEA, 

Rolling)



9



Types of Admission Deadlines

Types of 
Application

Decision Plans

Regular Decision
Rolling Decision

Early Action
Single Choice EA

Restrictive EA

Early Decision
(BINDING)



Admission Deadline Terms

ÅEarly Action: Early action is nonbinding ð applicants receive an 
early response the college(s) to which they applied.

ÅEarly Decision: Early decision is binding ð If you are accepted as 
an ED applicant you must(expected) attend the college. 

ÅSingle Choice Early Action: non-binding, however you may not apply 
ED or EA to any other college.

ÅRegular Decision: Non-binding
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The Application Review Process 
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Automatic Admissions 

Guaranteed admission based on Rank and/or test score (i.e top 10%)

Minimum Test Scores (this chart is just example)

Class Rank

Original SAT

(Prior to 

March 2016)

OR

Redesigned 

SAT

(Since March 

2016)

OR

ACT

Top 10% No Minimum No Minimum No Minimum

Top 11 ð 25% 1000 1080 21

Top 26 ð 50% 1100 1170 24

51% and Lower
Individual 

Review*

Individual 

Review*

Individual 

Review*

All Others
Individual 

Review*

Individual 

Review*

Individual 

Review*



Holistic Review 

Admission based on review of all application items 

ÅGPA/Rank

ÅSAT/ACT Scores

ÅResume

ÅEssays

ÅLetter(s) of Recommendation

ÅInterview(s)

ÅDemonstrated Interest  



SATw/writing vs.      ACTw/writing

Å SAT

Å No point penalty for wrong answers

Å 2 Main Sections 
ÅReading/Writing and Language

ÅMath

ÅOptional Essay (Strongly recommended)

Å Score:  200-800 per sect.  

Å 3 hours and 50 minutes

Å SEND YOUR OWN SCORES

Å Costs $54.50
ïWaivers available if on free/reduced lunch

Å SAT School Day Test
- April TBA

- Free for all CVHS students

Å No penalty for wrong answers

Å 4 Main Sections (Eng., Math, Reading, Sci.)  
Writing optional (Strongly Recommended)

Å Score: 1-36 each subtest then avg. for 
composite  2ð12 for Writing test

Å 3 hours and 50 minutes

Å SEND YOUR OWN SCORES

Å Costs $56.50  w/writing
ïWaivers available if on free/reduced lunch



Denial & Admission Terms
ÅAcceptance
ÅConditional Admission 
ÅWaitlisted
ÅDenial
ÅWithdraw
ÅFor some colleges and universities, mostly public, a denial is only good 
until that student provides new informationéwith new info an appeal is 
possible:

o Increased SAT or ACT scores  (many Texas public schools use a matrix; 
retake test for a better score is best option)

o Letters of Recommendation
o Essays
o Interviews
o Corrected information


