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Know the Terminology




College Choice

A Safety i college(s) to which you have automatic entrance or you are
confident that you will be admitted

A Target i college(s) to which you meet 1 or more of the requirements, but
not all of the requirements

A Reach i college(s) to which you do not meet the requirements, but you
are not too far outside the requirement range

Public (InT State) T vs. Public (Out 1 of T State) vs. Private
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Things to Consider In your College Search

A COST A Selectivity

A Need vs. Merit Aid A Acceptance Rates

A Academic Programs A Retention Rates

A Meal Plans A SAT/ACT median

A Residential Life (housing A Requirements for Admission
guaranteed?) A Deadlines (ED, EA, SCEA,

A Social Atmosphere Rolling)

A Crime stats
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"A humane, measured book . . . . In its authentic humanity, it has lessons
for a very wide audience indeed.” —THE WASHINETON POST

UPDATED &
EXPANDED,
PLUS NEW

AFTERWORD

You'll Be

AN ANTIDOTE TO THE COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS MANIA

FRANK BRUNI

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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Types of Admission Deadlines
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Admission Deadline Terms

A Early Action: Early action is nonbinding 8 applicants receive an
early response the college(s) to which they applied.

A Early Decision: Early decision is binding 8 If you are accepted as
an ED applicant you must(expected) attend the college.

A Single Choice Early Action: non-binding, however you may not apply
ED or EA to any other college.

A Regular Decision: Non-binding
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The Application Review Process




Automatic Admissions

Guaranteed admission based on Rank and/or test score (i.e top 10%)

Minimum Test Scores (this chart is just example)

Original SAT Red(;i:_?ned
Class Rank (Prior to . ACT
March 2016) (Since March
2016)

Top 10% No Minimum No Minimum No Minimum
Top1lld 25% 1000 OR 1080 OR 21
Top 26 8 50% 1100 1170 24

Individual Individual Individual

0
51% and Lower Review* Review* Review*
Individual Individual Individual
All Others Review* Review* Review*

HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



Holistic Review

Admission based on review of all application items
A GPA/Rank

A SAT/ACT Scores

A Resume

A Essays

A Letter(s) of Recommendation

A Interview(s)

A Demonstrated Interest

HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



SATwlwriting VS. ACTwlwriting

SAT
No point penalty for wrong answers

2 Main Sections
A Reading/Writing and Language
A Math
A Optional Essay (Strongly recommended)
Score: 206800 per sect.
3 hours and 50 minutes
SEND YOUR OWNSCORES Costs$56.50 w/writing
Costs $4.50 I Waivers available if on free/reduced lunch

T Waivers available if on free/reduckohch

A SAT School Day Test
- April TBA
- Free for all CVHS students

HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

No penalty for wronganswers

4 Main Sections (Eng., Math, Reading, Sci.)
Writing optional (Strongly Recommended)

Score: 136 each subtest then avg. for
composite @ 12 for Writingtest

3 hours and 50 minutes
SEND YOUR OWN SCORES

Too oo o
o Poe Po  To I

Too oo o o



Denial & Admission Terms

A Acceptance

A Conditional Admission
A Waitlisted

A Denial

A Withdraw

A For some colleges and universities, mostly public, a denial is only good
unti | that student provides new 1In
possible:

o Increased SAT or ACT scores (many Texas public schools use a matrix;
retake test for a better score is best option)

o0 Letters of Recommendation
0 Essays

o Interviews

o Corrected information
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